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If you attended last week’s joint worship with All Saints’ Church, you heard the Gospel 

according to Matthew read. In that account, as Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary” went to 

the tomb, there was an earthquake, the stone rolled away from the tomb, and the guards became 

“like dead men.”   

John’s gospel gives us a few different details. I wouldn’t call them “alternative facts,” but rather, 

a different emphasis. Each of the gospel writers had a specific audience in mind, and specific 

points that they wanted to make.  So, Mary Magdalene is alone, but the account gives us some 

details about how she summoned other disciples to the tomb; and how she, weeping outside of 

the tomb, sees Jesus but isn’t yet able to recognize him. Ultimately she finds out the one who 

appears to be “the gardener” in the early morning light is actually Jesus—and she is able to 

proclaim, as the very first evangelist: “I have seen the Lord.”   

That sets the stage for what immediately follows as this morning’s gospel text, where Jesus 

appears at first to the disciples in the locked room, and later, to Thomas who wasn’t with the 

group at the time of Jesus’ previous appearance. 

Last week, I quoted Episcopal Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, who said, in an Easter Vigil 

sermon a year ago, that without the women who were the first witnesses of the resurrection, we 

might not even be together today. Today, let me quote our own Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 

Eaton, who shared that, after struggling earlier in her life with questions of faith, she came to 

realize that “…doubt is not the opposite of faith, but is part of faith. Doubt and questions can 

lead us to clearer understanding and deeper faith.” [www.day1.org, featuring Bishop Eaton’s article from 

“Living Lutheran” (formerly “The Lutheran”) magazine.]  

That’s a good starting point for understanding, rather than scolding, the one who wasn’t in the 

room when Jesus first appeared to the disciples. He longs, not just to see, but to actually 

experience Jesus, as the others have. And who wouldn’t have doubts about news that seems just 

too good to be true?  The Thomas story comes up every year on the Sunday after Easter, not to 

reinforce the idea that Jesus scolded Thomas by saying: “Don’t be a doubter; and by the way, 

those who believe without having to see get to move to the head of the line at the pearly gates.” 

No, in sharing the story of one disciple’s uncertainty, the evangelists are saying: “We get it. Lots 

of people who will be reading what we are writing are going to have doubts and questions about 

a story this spectacular.”  Today’s Gospel reading brings together everyone’s uncertainty and 

amazement about the Jesus they have encountered, are witnessing, or will experience in some 

way in their lives (and that includes us!). The last two verses in that passage form a confession of 

faith as well as an invitation to the relationship this Risen Jesus offers: “Now Jesus did many 

other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 

written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name.” [John 20:30-31] 

Thanks to Mary Magdalene and the other witnesses who shared the story, we are here together 

this morning, experiencing the Risen Jesus in worship as we also gear up to recognize the signs 

of his presence in the world outside of these doors.   
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We are together to recall the love of a God who became God-with-us, and who reaches out to 

show us how to develop and practice our relationships with God and with one another. That 

means the Risen Jesus isn’t simply the one who made drop-in appearances on the disciples, but 

who walks with us, especially in the times when we need him the most. 

In today’s reading from The Acts of the Apostles, Peter reminds his hearers of King David’s 

confession of faith in the words of the Psalmist: “‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at 

my right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

moreover my flesh will live in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your 

Holy One experience corruption.’” [Acts 2:25-27] 

Our Presiding Bishop confesses: “Life is precious and beautiful and, even in its painfulness, 

something to be fiercely protected.” [Eaton, see above.] It means that the sheer joy and sorrow and 

everything in-between that life deals us is more that we can take on our own, nor can any amount 

of good works insulate us from the challenges. We live in hope because Jesus was raised from 

the dead. We live in assurance because the God of relationship has placed us within a community 

of support and love as visible signs of Christ’s presence among us.  

Finally, I received some insight this week in a quote from Gail Ramshaw, who has served the 

national church (ELCA) in the areas worship and liturgy. (Consider this a postscript for you to 

meditate on in this season of celebrating the Risen One.) She writes about the marks of our 

belonging: “Usually depictions of the crucified Christ include the marks on his hands and side. 

Our archeological knowledge that the crucifixion nails were driven through the wrist ought not 

negate the symbolism of the palm, which is central to a person’s hand…for we all carry the mark 

of the crucified and risen Christ on our palm each time we receive the body of Christ at 

communion. In John 19:34 blood and water flow from the wound on Jesus’ side, and church 

tradition has seen in this detail not an erroneous description of human anatomy but rather 

proclamation that baptism and eucharist flow from the death of Christ.” [Sundays and Seasons 2017, 

“Images in the Readings” p. 172.] 

Jesus is risen! Today he will meet you around the Table. Throughout this week and beyond, the 

Risen One will continue to make himself known, often in the places you least expect to find him. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  


